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Problem

An award-winning 1970's design, Stockton's campus comprises a series of wings along a
linear gallery extending across an environmentally sensitive landscape at the edge of Lake
Fred in the New Jersey Pinelands. A deliberate 10-year master plan update process was
underway and sought to accommodate a new more aggressive growth strategy. But a more
immediate method to accommodate a first wave of impending growth was required. Following
a suggestion of the previous 1992 master plan (and the first priority of the new plan), the
College chose to determine if it would be feasible to increase the density of the existing
footprint by building over an existing one-story wing containing the College' s science facilities
and topped with an underutilized roof terrace.

Together the planning team determined that a two-story 28,800 GSF facility would house
classrooms and faculty offices, create a new campus entry and create a new academic
commons incorporating and improving the library entry.

Key programmatic elements of the project include a lecture hall, two tiered computer
classrooms, eight smart classrooms, three seminar rooms, student study lounge, faculty
lounge, thirty one faculty offices, and the Teacher's Institute.

The building's prominent location at the nexus of campus walkways suggested opportunities
for a new symbolic element near the visual center of campus. A new entry to the main internal
campus gallery at the level of the existing roof terrace offered the potential for marked "first
impression” improvement since the existing gallery entry from the main campus plaza offers
no open and inviting transition to the second level where the gallery continues on the slightly
rising site.

The first story science facilities extend into the rising site to form the basement of the adjacent
two story wing which houses academic space above the admissions and financial aid offices.
The new construction would need to preserve light and air to the existing building and provide
opportunities for an improved approach to the admissions office.

Finally, since the new addition was positioned immediately across the gallery from the library
entry, the College sought to raise the library's profile with an improved and more visible entry.

Process

A planning committee was established with a diverse staff/student/faculty membership
representing the provost's, president's and registrar's offices. Representatives from the
science department remained intimately involved since the construction would occur over their
space. Given the focus on sustainability and the LEED certification process the team included
environmental studies faculty members. Several members attended both this and the master
planning committee, an important advantage.



Consistent with Stockton's egalitarian ethic, the planning process and progress was shared
with the campus on a regular basis including open meetings, email bulletins, campus

signage, updates on the College TV station, radion station and access channel, even a
web-cam during construction.

Design
The design makes use of the existing elements of the campus architectural vocabulary,

reinterpreting them, primarily for greater transparency supported by current glazing
technology. The design maintains a strong relationship to the original building modularity,
fitting seamlessly into the modernist campus composition. A three-hay pavilion roof
extends forward from the existing main gallery to shelter the addition. The functional
elements of the addition are separated from the original wing by a sky-lit bay that forms

the new atrium lobby and affords natural light far into the core of the building. The south
perimeter, which borders College Walk, features a monumental stair and two-story arcade
where the glass wall is pulled back inside the pavilion roof line. The arcade doubles as
shading device and a way to connect the main campus entry plaza to the new second level
atrium entry. The design accommodates the existing biology greenhouse, but anticipates its
potential future removal when the science department relocates from the existing first floor.

Internally, two levels of large classrooms and stepped-floor computer labs gain access to
natural light through the new atrium. The original campus's industrial flavor of exposed
steel structure, is carried forth, but softened by a new approach to the internal definition

of spaces within the structural framework. Floors and ceilings are treated as continuous
horizontal planes inside the structure and held apart by vertical planes of wood and intense
color. Like the original campus it is a kit of parts, but one that enables a richer expression
of spatial hierarchy. Flanking the interior classroom block on the exposed east and south
perimeter are faculty offices, classrooms and lounges that are characterized by an intimate
relationship to the preserved pinelands that characterize the campus landscape and a
newly expanded garden that is maintained by the science faculty and others as a memorial.

The new addition connects to the existing main campus gallery directly across from the
library wing. The gently arched shape of the atrium edge serves to open the view toward
the library entrance which was enhanced in keeping with its academic prominence. A
café, message kiosks and copious lounge furnishings throughout the public spaces make
this a particularly popular new campus destination. The informal mingling of students, staff
and faculty at this new academic core truly reflects the interdisciplinary ideal at the core of
Stockton's academic mission.

Seven diagrams illustrate the fundamental elements and
evolution of the design. The strict modularity of the original
structure establishes a simple structural grid. An accessible
faculty zone and flexible classrooms flank an internal grouping
of large lecture and lab-type classrooms. Classrooms and
offices meet in the corner at lounges. The resulting circulation
and public space gracefully melds with the existing movement
systems. Planer elements — floors and walls create spatial
hierarchy. Asimple curtain wall wrapper enables fast enclosure
due to logistical concerns. Finally a three-bay pavilion roof
is separated from the existing wing by a single bay atrium
skylight.




Entry/ Arcade Detail

Functional Organization










1 - Existing Gallery
2 - Existing Llbrary

3 - Existing Admissions

4 - Existing College Walk '

5 - Existing Main Plaza
6 - Existing Greenhouse
7 - Atrium Commons

8 - Lecture/ Labs

9 - Flexible Classrooms
10 - Study Lounge

11 - Faculty Offices

12 - Bio-Garden

- I L . '5.' :
Atrium Commons at First Floor

First Floor Plan




1 - Existing Gallery

2 - Existing Academic

3 - Atrium Commons Below
4 - Lecture/ Labs

5 - Flexible Classrooms

6 - Faculty Lounge

7 - Facutly Office
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Second Floor Plan



Arcade Sunscreen Detall

In keeping with Stockton’s long-standing commitment to environmental stewardship, the
project contains a wealth of sustainable features, including:

Net reduction in storm water runoff.

Low-flow plumbing fixtures, for 20% reduction in water use.
30% improvement in energy performance over “baseline” energy usage.
Aquifer Thermal Energy Storage system.

Skylit atrium.

Photovoltaic roof panels.

100% purchased Green Power.

Low VOC paints and adhesives.

77% of construction waste recycled.

Recycled and regionally manufactured products.

Wood products conforming to FSC guidelines.

The project is on target to achieve a LEED™ Silver certification.






Tiered Comur Lab

Lecture Hall
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Flexible Classroom - Tablet Arm Style



Faculty Office

Lounge








